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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 17-306, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
17-306.  Importation, transportation, release or possession of 4 

live wildlife 5 
No A person shall NOT import or transport into the THIS state, or sell, 6 

trade or release within the THIS state or have in his possession POSSESS any 7 
live wildlife except as authorized by the commission, AS PROVIDED BY SECTION 8 
17-321 or as defined in title 3, chapter 16.  9 

Sec. 2.  Title 17, chapter 3, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 10 
amended by adding section 17-321, to read: 11 

17-321.  Possession of dangerous wildlife prohibited; 12 
exceptions; violation; classification; definition 13 

A.  EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION, A PERSON SHALL 14 
NOT OWN, POSSESS, KEEP, HARBOR, IMPORT OR TRANSPORT INTO THIS STATE, HAVE 15 
CUSTODY OR CONTROL OF OR PROPAGATE DANGEROUS WILDLIFE. 16 

B.  SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO A PERSON IN LAWFUL 17 
POSSESSION OF DANGEROUS WILDLIFE BEFORE JULY 1, 2009.  A PERSON IN POSSESSION 18 
OF DANGEROUS WILDLIFE HAS THE BURDEN OF PROVING THE PERSON LAWFULLY POSSESSED 19 
THE DANGEROUS WILDLIFE BEFORE JULY 1, 2009.  A PERSON WHO LAWFULLY POSSESSED 20 
DANGEROUS WILDLIFE BEFORE JULY 1, 2009 MAY RETAIN POSSESSION OF THAT 21 
DANGEROUS WILDLIFE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE ANIMAL'S LIFE ONLY IF THE PERSON 22 
COMPLIES WITH ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: 23 

1.  MAINTAINS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE VETERINARY RECORDS FOR THE 24 
DANGEROUS WILDLIFE, INCLUDING IMMUNIZATION RECORDS. 25 

2.  MAINTAINS ALL DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS ESTABLISHING THAT THE PERSON 26 
POSSESSED THE ANIMAL BEFORE JULY 1, 2009. 27 

3.  PRESENTS THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE TO A GAME RANGER, WILDLIFE 28 
MANAGER OR PEACE OFFICER ON REQUEST. 29 

4.  NOTIFIES THE DEPARTMENT WITHIN TWO DAYS AFTER ANY BITE OR INJURY 30 
THE ANIMAL CAUSES TO ANY PERSON THAT REQUIRES MEDICAL ATTENTION. 31 

C.  A GAME RANGER, WILDLIFE MANAGER OR PEACE OFFICER MAY SEIZE 32 
DANGEROUS WILDLIFE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES: 33 

1.  THE SEIZING OFFICER HAS PROBABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THE ANIMAL 34 
WAS ACQUIRED ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2009 IN VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION. 35 

2.  THE WILDLIFE POSES A RISK TO PUBLIC SAFETY OR HEALTH. 36 
3.  THE WILDLIFE IS IN POOR HEALTH AND CONDITION AS A RESULT OF THE 37 

POSSESSION. 38 
4.  WILDLIFE IS HELD IN VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION. 39 
D.  IF DANGEROUS WILDLIFE IS SEIZED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE OWNER 40 

IS RESPONSIBLE FOR: 41 
1.  THE REASONABLE COSTS OF CARING AND PROVIDING FOR THE WILDLIFE 42 

DURING THE SEIZURE. 43 
2.  ESTABLISHING ANY RIGHT TO RECOVER THE WILDLIFE.  A PERSON MAY 44 

RECLAIM DANGEROUS WILDLIFE THAT HAS BEEN SEIZED UNDER THIS SECTION ONLY BY 45 
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ESTABLISHING THAT THE POSSESSION COMPLIES WITH THE CONDITIONS AND 1 
REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CHAPTER. 2 

E.  IF DANGEROUS WILDLIFE THAT IS SEIZED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IS 3 
NOT RETURNED TO THE PERSON ORIGINALLY IN POSSESSION, THE GAME RANGER, 4 
WILDLIFE MANAGER OR PEACE OFFICER MAY RELEASE THE WILDLIFE TO AN INSTITUTION 5 
OR ENTITY LISTED UNDER SUBSECTION F OF THIS SECTION.  IF THE GAME RANGER, 6 
WILDLIFE MANAGER OR PEACE OFFICER CANNOT RELOCATE THE WILDLIFE WITHIN A 7 
REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME, AS DETERMINED BY THE GAME RANGER, WILDLIFE MANAGER 8 
OR PEACE OFFICER, THE WILDLIFE MAY BE EUTHANIZED. 9 

F.  THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO WILDLIFE IN THE LAWFUL POSSESSION 10 
OF: 11 

1.  INSTITUTIONS ACCREDITED OR CERTIFIED BY A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 12 
ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS OR A FACILITY WITH A CURRENT SIGNED MEMORANDUM OF 13 
PARTICIPATION WITH AN ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS SPECIES SURVIVAL 14 
PLAN. 15 

2.  INCORPORATED NONPROFIT ANIMAL PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS 16 
HUMANE SOCIETIES AND SHELTERS, HOUSING AN ANIMAL AT THE WRITTEN REQUEST OF 17 
THE DEPARTMENT OR ACTING UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THIS CHAPTER. 18 

3.  LOCAL ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITIES ACTING UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THIS 19 
CHAPTER. 20 

4.  VETERINARY HOSPITALS OR CLINICS. 21 
5.  A RESEARCH FACILITY AS DEFINED BY THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT OF 1970 22 

(7 UNITED STATES CODE SECTION 2131) FOR THE SPECIES OF ANIMALS FOR WHICH THEY 23 
ARE REGISTERED, INCLUDING UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND LABORATORIES HOLDING A 24 
VALID CLASS R LICENSE UNDER THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT. 25 

6.  CIRCUSES, DEFINED AS INCORPORATED CLASS C LICENSEES UNDER THE 26 
ANIMAL WELFARE ACT OF 1970 (7 UNITED STATES CODE SECTION 2131), THAT ARE 27 
TEMPORARILY IN THIS STATE AND THAT OFFER PERFORMANCES BY LIVE ANIMALS, CLOWNS 28 
AND ACROBATS FOR PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT. 29 

7.  A PERSON TEMPORARILY TRANSPORTING AND DISPLAYING DANGEROUS WILDLIFE 30 
THROUGH THIS STATE IF THE TRANSIT TIME IS NOT MORE THAN SEVEN DAYS AND THE 31 
ANIMAL IS MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES WITHIN A CONFINEMENT SUFFICIENT TO PREVENT 32 
THE ANIMAL FROM ESCAPING. 33 

8.  A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION OPERATING A WILDLIFE SANCTUARY THAT CARES 34 
FOR ANIMALS INCLUDING DANGEROUS WILDLIFE AND WHERE: 35 

(a)  NO ACTIVITY IS CONDUCTED THAT IS NOT IN THE ANIMAL'S NATURAL 36 
HABITAT OR INHERENT TO THE ANIMAL'S NATURE OR NATURAL CONDUCT. 37 

(b)  NO COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY INVOLVING AN ANIMAL OCCURS INCLUDING: 38 
(i)  THE SALE OR TRADE IN ANIMALS, ANIMAL PARTS, ANIMAL BYPRODUCTS OR 39 

ANIMAL OFFSPRING. 40 
(ii)  THE SALE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES INVOLVING AN ANIMAL. 41 
(iii)  THE USE OF AN ANIMAL FOR ANY TYPE OF ENTERTAINMENT. 42 
(c)  NO ANIMAL BREEDING OCCURS IN THE FACILITY. 43 
G.  IN ADDITION TO SEIZURE OF THE DANGEROUS WILDLIFE, A PERSON WHO 44 

VIOLATES THIS SECTION IS GUILTY OF A CLASS 2 MISDEMEANOR. 45 
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H.  A CITY, TOWN OR COUNTY MAY ADOPT AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING DANGEROUS 1 
WILDLIFE THAT IS MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN THIS SECTION, BUT A CITY, TOWN OR 2 
COUNTY IS NOT REQUIRED TO ADOPT ANY ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH THIS SECTION. 3 

I.  NOTHING IN THIS SECTION AFFECTS THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMISSION 4 
UNDER SECTION 17-306. 5 

J.  THE COMMISSION MAY ADOPT RULES IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS SECTION. 6 
K.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "DANGEROUS WILDLIFE" MEANS THE 7 

FOLLOWING ANIMALS AND ALL HYBRIDS, WHETHER BRED IN THE WILD OR IN CAPTIVITY: 8 
1.  ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS DIDELPHIS.  COMMON NAME: AMERICAN 9 

OPOSSUMS. 10 
2.  ALL SPECIES OF THE ORDER INSECTIVORA.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE: 11 

INSECTIVORES, SHREWS, HEDGEHOGS, TENRECS, SOLENODONTS AND MOLES. 12 
3.  ALL SPECIES OF THE ORDER CHIROPTERA.  COMMON NAME: BATS. 13 
4.  ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY PONGIDAE OF THE ORDER PRIMATES.  COMMON 14 

NAMES INCLUDE:  ORANGUTANS, CHIMPANZEES AND GORILLAS. 15 
5.  ALL SPECIES OF THE ORDER XENARTHRA.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE: 16 

EDENTATES; OR SLOTHS, ANTEATERS AND ARMADILLOS. 17 
6.  ALL SPECIES OF THE ORDER LAGOMORPHA, EXCEPT THE GENUS ORYCTOLAGUS. 18 

COMMON NAMES INCLUDE: PIKAS, RABBITS AND HARES.  "DANGEROUS WILDLIFE" DOES 19 
NOT INCLUDE GENUS ORYCTOLAGUS, CONTAINING DOMESTIC RABBITS. 20 

7.  ALL SPECIES OF THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES OF THE ORDER RODENTIA.  21 
COMMON NAME:  RODENTS: 22 

(a)  THE FAMILY SCIURIDAE.  COMMON NAMES: SQUIRRELS, CHIPMUNKS, 23 
MARMOTS, WOODCHUCKS AND PRAIRIE DOGS. 24 

(b)  THE FAMILY GEOMYIDAE.  COMMON NAME: POCKET GOPHERS. 25 
(c)  THE FAMILY CASTORIDAE.  COMMON NAME:  BEAVERS. 26 
(d)  THE FAMILY ERETHIZONTIDAE.  COMMON NAME:  NEW WORLD PORCUPINES. 27 
(e)  THE FAMILY CAPROMYIDAE.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE: HUTIAS, COYPUS AND 28 

NUTRIAS. 29 
8.  ALL SPECIES OF THE ORDER CARNIVORA.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE: 30 

CARNIVORES, SKUNKS, RACCOONS, BEARS, FOXES AND WEASELS. 31 
9.  ALL SPECIES OF THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES OF THE ORDER ARTIODACTYLA. 32 

COMMON NAME:  EVEN-TOED UNGULATES: 33 
(a)  THE FAMILY TAYASSUIDAE.  COMMON NAME:  PECCARY (JAVALINA). 34 
(b)  THE FAMILY CERVIDAE.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  CERVID OR DEER, ELK, 35 

MOOSE AND RED DEER. 36 
(c)  THE FAMILY ANTILOCAPRIDAE.  COMMON NAME: PRONGHORN (ANTELOPE). 37 
(d)  THE FAMILY BOVIDAE.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  BISON (BUFFALO), 38 

DUIKER, ANTELOPE, GAZELLES, GOATS AND SHEEP, EXCEPT THAT THE FOLLOWING ARE 39 
NOT RESTRICTED: 40 

(i)  THE GENUS BUBALUS.  COMMON NAME:  WATER BUFFALO. 41 
(ii)  THE GENUS BISON.  COMMON NAME:  BISON, AMERICAN BISON OR BUFFALO. 42 
10.  THE FOLLOWING SPECIES WITHIN THE FAMILY PHASIANIDAE.  COMMON NAMES: 43 

PARTRIDGES, GROUSE, TURKEYS, QUAIL AND PHEASANTS: 44 
(a)  CALLIPEPLA GAMBELII.  COMMON NAME:  GAMBEL'S QUAIL. 45 
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(b)  CALLIPEPLA SQUAMATA.  COMMON NAME:  SCALED QUAIL. 1 
(c)  COLINUS VIRGINIANUS.  COMMON NAME:  NORTHERN BOBWHITE.  RESTRICTED 2 

AS PROVIDED BY RULE. 3 
(d)  CYRTONYX MONTEZUMAE.  COMMON NAME:  MONTEZUMA, HARLEQUIN OR 4 

MEARN'S QUAIL. 5 
(e)  DENDRAGAPUS OBSCURUS. COMMON NAME:  BLUE GROUSE. 6 
11.  THE SPECIES RHYNCHOPSITTA PACHYRHYNCHA.  COMMON NAME:  THICK-BILLED 7 

PARROT. 8 
12.  ALL SPECIES OF THE ORDER CROCODYLIA.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  9 

GAVIAL, CAIMAN, CROCODILE AND ALLIGATOR. 10 
13.  THE FOLLOWING SPECIES OF THE ORDER TESTUDINES.  COMMON NAMES 11 

INCLUDE:  TURTLE AND TORTOISE: 12 
(a)  ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY CHELYDRIDAE.  COMMON NAME: SNAPPING 13 

TURTLES. 14 
(b)  ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS GOPHERUS.  COMMON NAME:  GOPHER TORTOISE, 15 

INCLUDING THE DESERT TORTOISE. 16 
14.  ALL SPECIES OF THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES OR GENERA OF THE ORDER 17 

SQUAMATA: 18 
(a)  THE FAMILY HELODERMATIDAE.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  GILA MONSTER 19 

AND MEXICAN BEADED LIZARD. 20 
(b)  THE FAMILY ELAPIDAE.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  COBRA, MAMBA, CORAL 21 

SNAKE, KRAIT AND AUSTRALIAN ELAPID. 22 
(c)  THE FAMILY HYDROPHIIDAE.  COMMON NAME:  SEA SNAKE. 23 
(d)  THE FAMILY VIPERIDAE.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  TRUE VIPER AND PIT 24 

VIPER INCLUDING RATTLESNAKE. 25 
(e)  THE FAMILY ATRACTASPIDAE.  COMMON NAME:  BURROWING ASP. 26 
(f)  THE FOLLOWING SPECIES AND GENERA OF THE FAMILY COLUBRIDAE: 27 
(i)  DISPHOLIDUS TYPUS.  COMMON NAME:  BOOMSLANG. 28 
(ii)  THELOTORNIS KIRTLANDII.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  BIRD SNAKE AND 29 

TWIG SNAKE. 30 
(iii)  RHABDOPHIS.  COMMON NAME:  KEELBACK. 31 
(iv)  BOIGA IRREGULARIS.  COMMON NAME:  BROWN TREE SNAKE. 32 
15.  THE FOLLOWING SPECIES WITHIN THE ORDER ANURA, COMMON NAMES FROG AND 33 

TOAD: 34 
(a)  ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS XENOPUS.  COMMON NAME:  CLAWED FROG. 35 
(b)  THE SPECIES BUFO HORRIBILIS, BUFO MARINUS, BUFO PARACNEMIS.  36 

COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  GIANT OR MARINE TOAD. 37 
(c)  ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS RANA.  COMMON NAMES INCLUDE:  LEOPARD 38 

FROG AND BULLFROG, EXCEPT BULLFROGS POSSESSED UNDER SECTION 17-102 ARE NOT 39 
INCLUDED. 40 

16.  ARCTIC GRAYLING, THE SPECIES THYMALLUS ARCTIUS. 41 
17.  BASS, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY SERRANIDAE. 42 
18.  BIGHEAD CARP, THE SPECIES ARISTICHTHYS NOBILIS. 43 
19.  BLACK CARP, THE SPECIES MYLOPHARYNGODON PICEUS. 44 
20.  BONY TONGUE, THE SPECIES ARAPAIMA GIGAS. 45 
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21.  BOWFIN, THE SPECIES AMIA CALVA. 1 
22.  CATFISH, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY ICTALURIDAE. 2 
23.  CRUCIAN CARP, THE SPECIES CARASSIUS CARASSIUS. 3 
24.  ELECTRIC CATFISH, THE SPECIES MALAPTERURUS ELECTRICUS. 4 
25.  ELECTRIC EEL, THE SPECIES ELECTROPHORUS ELECTRICUS. 5 
26.  EUROPEAN WHITEFISH OR IDE, THE SPECIES LEUCISCUS IDUS AND IDUS 6 

IDUS. 7 
27.  FRESHWATER DRUM, THE SPECIES APLODINOTUS GRUNNIENS. 8 
28.  FRESHWATER STINGRAYS, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY POTAMOTRYGONIDAE. 9 
29.  GARS, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY LEPISOSTEIDAE. 10 
30.  GOLDEYE, MOONEYE AND ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY HIODONTIDAE. 11 
31.  HERRING, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY CLUPEIDAE. 12 
32.  INDIAN CARP, ALL OF THE SPECIES CATLA CATLA, CIRRHINA MRIGALA AND 13 

LABEO ROHITA. 14 
33.  LAMPREYS, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY PETROMYZONTIDAE. 15 
34.  NILE PERCH, ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS LATES AND LUCIOLATES. 16 
35.  PIKE OR PICKERELS, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY ESOCIDAE. 17 
36.  PIKE TOPMINNOW, THE SPECIES BELONESOX BELIZANUS. 18 
37.  PIRANHA, ALL SPECIES OF THE GENERA SERRASALMUS, SERRASALMO, 19 

PHYGOCENTRUS, TEDDYELLA, ROOSEVELTIELLA AND PYGOPRISTIS. 20 
38.  RUDD, THE SPECIES SCARDINIUS ERYTHROPHTHALMUS. 21 
39.  SHAD, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY CLUPEIDAE EXCEPT THREADFIN SHAD, 22 

SPECIES DOROSOMA PETENENSE. 23 
40.  SHARKS, ALL SPECIES, BOTH MARINE AND FRESHWATER, OF THE ORDERS 24 

HEXANCHIFORMES, HETERODONTIFORMES, SQUALIFORMES, PRISTIOPHORIFORMES, 25 
SQUATINIFORMES, ORECTOLOBIFORMES, LAMNIFORMES, AND CARCHARHINIFORMES, EXCEPT 26 
FOR ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILIES HEMISCILLIIDIAE, ORECTOLOBIDAE, 27 
BRACHAELURIDAE, AND TRIAKIDAE; GENERA OF THE FAMILY SCYLIRHINIDAE, INCLUDING 28 
AULOHALAERLUSRUS, HALAELURUS, HAPLOBLEPHARUS, PORODERMA, AND SCYLIORHINUS; 29 
AND GENERA OF THE FAMILY PARASCYLLIIDAE, INCLUDING CIRROSCYLLIUM AND 30 
PARASCYLLIUM. 31 

41.  SILVER CARP, THE SPECIES HYPOPHTHALMICHTHYS MOLITRIX. 32 
42.  SNAKEHEAD, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY CHANNIDAE. 33 
43.  SOUTH AMERICAN PARASITIC CATFISH, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY 34 

TRICHOMYCTERIDAE AND CETOPSIDAE. 35 
44.  SUNFISH, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY CENTRARCHIDAE. 36 
45.  TEMPERATE BASSES OF THE FAMILY MORONIDAE. 37 
46.  TETRAS, ALL SPECIES OF THE GENUS ASTYANYX. 38 
47.  TIGER FISH, THE SPECIES HOPLIAS MALABARICUS. 39 
48.  TROUT, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY SALMONIDAE. 40 
49.  WHITE AMUR OR GRASS CARP, THE SPECIES CTENOPHARYNGODON IDELLA, 41 

UNLESS POSSESSED PURSUANT TO A STOCKING LICENSE ISSUED PURSUANT TO SECTION 42 
17-333. 43 

50.  WALKING OR AIRBREATHING CATFISH, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY 44 
CLARIIDAE. 45 
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51.  WALLEYE AND PIKE PERCHES, ALL SPECIES OF THE FAMILY PERCIDA. 1 
52.  ASIATIC MITTEN CRAB, THE SPECIES ERIOCHEIR SINENSIS. 2 
53.  AUSTRALIAN CRAYFISH AND ALL FRESHWATER SPECIES WITHIN THE FAMILIES 3 

ASTACIDAE, CAMBARIDAE AND PARASTACIDAE. 4 
54.  ASIAN CLAM, THE SPECIES CORBICULA FLUMINEA. 5 
55.  NEW ZEALAND MUD SNAIL, THE SPECIES POTAMOPYRGUS ANTIPODARUM. 6 
56.  QUAGGA MUSSEL, THE SPECIES DRESSENA BUGENSIS. 7 
57.  ROSY WOLFSNAIL, THE SPECIES EUGLANDINA ROSEA. 8 
58.  ZEBRA MUSSEL, THE SPECIES DREISSENA PLYMORPHA.  9 
Sec. 3.  Finding; purpose 10 
A.  The legislature finds that personal possession of dangerous 11 

wildlife as pets poses a threat to public health and safety and the health of 12 
the wildlife population in this state.   13 

B.  The purpose of this act is to protect the public health and safety 14 
and the health of the wildlife population in this state from dangerous 15 
wildlife held as pets. 16 
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